ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

All Are Welcome!
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

August 30, 2026, 10:00 am Combined Worship Service

Jesus told his disciples,

“]F any want to become my
Fo”owers, let them deng
themselves and take up their

Cross and {:o”ow me.”

Matthew 16:24


https://www.meisterdrucke.uk/fine-art-prints/Eustache-Le-Sueur/955498/Jesus-carrying-his-cross,-carrying-the-cross-or-path-of-the-cross,-c.1651.html

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S!

It is a joy to have you worship with us today. We believe everyone who
worships with us is sent to us by God. So, welcome.

As we gather for worship, we want to remind everyone of a few
important items:

« Please turn off or silence your electronic devices.

« We strongly encourage you to enter the sanctuary in silence as you
prepare for worship.

« Before worship begins, we encourage you to speak to God. During
worship, be ready for God to speak to you.

« After worship, we invite you to fellowship with one another,
especially those God has brought to us — our visitors.

WHY ARE YOU HERE?

As you come in and settle into your seat, I invite you to think about the
following:

<+ Wherever we go, we have aréason for going there. What is your reason
for being here today?

+ God is merciful and kind to us each and every day. What thanksgiving do
you bring to God today?

<+ Because each day brings many challenges, what concern(s) do you bring
to God today?

<+ As your Rector, I have come with thanksgiving for God’s grace and mercy
and to worship Him; because today is a reminder to ' me that another week
has ended and a new week has begun. It is my hope that you have come to
do the same. I encourage you to join me as we call upon our God and
worship Him.

Bishop Wilimot—a son of God



The Flag for August is raised by Roger and Vivian Kersey to honor their
veteran sons, SSG Curt Kersey, US Army and Sgt Eric Kersey, USMC.

& This symbol represents the point at which we sign
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship.

Prelude Holy Manna J. Dixon
The Word of God
Opening Hymn Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Hymnal 366

Holy God, we praise thy Name, Lord of all, we bow before thee;
all on earth thy scepter claim, all in heaven above adore thee;
infinite thy vast domain, everlasting is thy reign.

Hark, the loud celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heavens with sweet accord: holy, holy, holy Lord!

Lo, the apostolic train join, thy sacred Name to hallow;
prophets swell the loud refrain, and the white-robed martyrs follow;
and, from morn till set of sun, through the Church the song goes on.

Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, Three we name thee,
while in essence only One, undivided God we claim thee;
then, adoring, bend the knee and confess the mystery.

Christ, thou art our glorious King, Son of God enthroned in splendor;
but deliverance to bring thou all honors didst surrender,
and wast of a virgin born humbly on that blessed morn.



The People standing, the Celebrant says:

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant and People say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise, all standing
To God Be the Glory Mo8

To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,

And opened the life-gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done!

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,

But purer and higher and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Refrain



The Collect for The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant  Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in
our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us
with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.

People Amen.

Please be seated

The Lessons

May we hear the Word of God through these words.
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 15:15—21

O Lorp, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution
for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know
that on your account I suffer insult. Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am
called by your name, O LorD, God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my
wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful
brook, like waters that fail.

Therefore, thus says the Lorp: If you turn back, I will take you back, and
you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not
you who will turn to them. And I will make you to this people a fortified wall
of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for
I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lorp. I will deliver you
out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 26:1—8
To be read responsively by the Lay Reader and Congregation.

L Give judgment for me, O LORD,
for I have lived with integrity; *
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

C Test me, O LORD, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.

L For your love is before my eyes; *
I have walked faithfully with you.

C I have not sat with the worthless, *
nor do I consort with the deceitful.

L I have hated the company of evildoers; *
I will not sit down with the wicked.

C I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, *
that I may go in procession round your altar,

L Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

C Lorp, I love the house in which you dwell *
and the place where your glory abides.

Celebrant and People

Glory to the ** Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

May we hear the Word of God through these words.
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 12:9—21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers.



Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says
the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals
on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gradual Hymn What Wondrous Love is This Hymnal 439

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this,
O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to lay aside his crown
for my soul, for my soul,
to lay aside his crown
for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb,
I will sing, I will sing,
to God and to the Lamb,
I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb
who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme
I will sing.



Please remain standing for the Gospel.

When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made,
&= (on the forehead) in my mind to understand it,
&= (on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and

&= (over the heart) in my heart to live it.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 16: 21—28
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen
to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon Hymn Hymnal 439

And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

and when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on.

And when from death I'm free
I'll sing and joyful be,

and through eternity
I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

and through eternity
I'll sing on.

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this,
O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to lay aside his crown
for my soul, for my soul,
to lay aside his crown
for my soul.

Please be seated.

< Sermon Wilmot T. Merchant <

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you.



Please stand.

The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation

(We bow for the two lines in bold.)

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

- We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please sit or kneel for The Prayers of the People.



The Prayers of the People BCP 387
The Prayer Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Leader Let us pray.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
People That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean our Presiding Bishop,

Ruth our Bishop, Bishop Wilmot our priest, Sarah our Supply Priest, and for

all bishops and other ministers;

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, for
Donald our President, Henry our Governor, and Jay our Mayor;
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
People Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints, blessed Stephen, and all the saints who have
entered into joy;
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for the
men and women who are serving in the armed forces, and all others who
serve to preserve and protect lives, and those who have asked us to
remember them in our prayers, especially our families, friends, and loved
ones.

Lord in your mercy
People Hear our prayer.

10



Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those affected
by acts of violence here at home and all around the world. Let us also pray
for the many volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters in
those areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural
disaster.

Lord, in your mercy.
People Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South
Carolina. Today we are praying for: Youth & Campus Ministries of The
Diocese of South Carolina, and The Church in the Province of the West
Indies.

Lord, in your mercy.
People Hear our prayer.

*Additional Prayers
LET US GIVE THANKS FOR OUR VISITORS.
LET US PRAY FOR TRAVELERS THIS WEEK.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Cathy Kahl-Dunn (8/31), Sally Peace (8/31),
Terry Huber (8/31), Jim Guillot (9/5), Ray Hemby (9/5).

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Kim & Ed Brinkley (8/23),
Pamela & Christopher Gjormand (9/4).

LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.

INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As we continue to
hold one another up in prayer in this parish, this week we are praying for:
Kathy & George Ingalls, Joe & Nancy Johnson, Wendy Johnson, Joan
Jones, Mary Jones, Kathy Judkins, Chris Kasanicky, Chuck & Leslie
Kelly, Roger & Vivian Kersey, Gary & Judy Kumerfield.

11



Celebrant and People

Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to you
whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will be
done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for your
many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones. We
praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and people

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy =+ on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

People Amen.

Please stand.

The Peace

Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . .
John 14:27

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says

Celebrant God is Good!
People All the Time!

12



Please be seated.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Thou Art Worthy Arr: Powell/Clydesdale
Will Bridges

Doxology—to be sung

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
O Praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
O Praise Him! O Praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen

The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 367

Please remain standing, as you are able.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus
Christ our Lord. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new
people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.

13



Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People S129
Bow during the underlined text

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit, kneel or remain standing.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you,
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

14



The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever.

People Amen.

And now, let us sing in thanksgiving the prayer our Savior Christ taught us,
Celebrant and People

Our Father, which art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant and People ~ to be sung S154

Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia.
Christ our Pass-o-ver is sac-ri-ficed for us;

There-fore let us keep the feast.
Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia.

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

This is the Lord’s table, not of the church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love Him
and for those who want to love Him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
You who have been here often and you who have not been here long;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.
It is His will that those who want Him should meet Him here.

Please join in singing our Communion Hymns.

16



They’ll Know We Are Christians

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land

Refrain

We will work with each other, we will work side by side
We will work with each other, we will work side by side
And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride

Refrain

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one

Refrain

17



Near the Cross LEVAS 29

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There’s a precious fountain;
Free to all, a healing stream
Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

In the cross, in the cross

Be my glory ever;

Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;

There the Bright and Morning Star
Sheds its beams around me.

Refrain

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;

Help me walk from day to day
With its shadows o’er me.

Refrain
Near the cross, I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever,

Till I reach the golden strand
Just beyond the river.

Refrain
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Hear My Prayer Taizé

O Lord, hear my prayer,

O Lord, hear my prayer, when I call, answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,

O Lord, hear my prayer, come and listen to me.

The Lord is my song,

the Lord is my song, all my hope comes from God.
The Lord is my song, the Lord is my song,

God, the well-spring of life.

Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us Pray

After Communion, the Celebrant says: Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant gives the blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and your
loved ones far and near, and remain with all of you for ever.

People Amen.
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Benediction To be sung—please stand.

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you,
God be with you till we meet again.

Closing Hymn God is Love, Let Heavens Adore Him Hymnal 379

God is Love, let heaven adore him;
God is Love, let earth rejoice;

let creation sing before him
and exalt him with one voice.

God who laid the earth’s foundation,
God who spread the heaven above,

God who breathes through all creation:
God is Love, eternal Love.

God is Love; and Love enfolds us,
all the world in one embrace:

with unfailing grasp God holds us,
every child of every race.

And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow’s iron rod,

then we find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

God is Love; and though with blindness
sin afflicts all human life,
God’s eternal loving-kindness
guides us through our earthly strife.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o’er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o’er the universe must reign.

20



The Celebrant dismisses the people.

Celebrant We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ.
People By living the Gospel with love and compassion.

Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and
one another.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude Pavilioned In Splendour R. Lloyd

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN.

“... what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)

Cover “Jesus Carrying His Cross,” c. 1651, Eustache Le Sueur
(1617—1655).

Music not in Public Domain covered under One License
#7209456-A or St. James Press License #15729.
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Our Mission
is to be one with God and
humanity in Christ
by living the Gospel
with love and compassion.

gy

Our Vision
1s to become comfortable
with Jesus Christ
and boldly proclaim Him.
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