ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Second Sunday after Pentecost

June 19, 2022, 8:00 and 10:30 am Worship Services

Our Mission
is to be one with God
and humanity in Christ
by living the Gospel
with love and compassion.

Our Vision
is to become comfortable
with Jesus Christ
and boldly proclaim Him.

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN’S!
It is a joy to have you worship with us today. We believe everyone who
worships with us is sent to us by God. So, welcome.

As we gather for worship, we want to remind everyone of a few
important items:
•

On March 2, 2022, Bishop Ruth Woodliff-Stanley issued an update
to COVID-19 Guidance for the Diocese. Therefore, masks are now
optional at St. Stephen's.

•

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices.

•

We strongly encourage you to enter the sanctuary in silence as you
prepare for worship. Thank you.

WHY ARE YOU HERE?

As you come in this morning and settle into your seat, I invite you to
think about the following:
❖
❖
❖
❖

Wherever we go, we have a reason for going there. What is your
reason for being here this morning?
God is merciful and kind to us each and every day. What
thanksgiving do you bring to God this morning?
Because each day brings many challenges, what concern(s) do you
bring to God this morning?
As your Rector, I have come with thanksgiving for God’s grace and
mercy and to worship Him; because today is a reminder to me that
another week has ended and a new week has begun. It is my hope
that you have come to do the same. I encourage you to join me as we
call upon our God and worship Him.
Canon Wilmot—a son of God

The flag that is flying for the month of June is raised by Judy and Ted
Tattersall, in loving memory of Judy’s brother, Staff Sargent Stephen L.
Jones USAF, 4/24/50 — 12/28/21. Stephen served in Vietnam and was
awarded the Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts. Stephen’s son, Eric, said
“He was the greatest father and the most loving grandfather. He taught me
how to be a good father to my children. He is dearly missed and we will
never forget him. Happy Father’s Day in Heaven. Love, Eric.”

+ This symbol represents the point at which we sign
ourselves with the sign of the cross during worship.

Prelude

His Eye is On the Sparrow

C. Gabriel

Roselle Williamson—Guest Pianist
+ Announcements +
Please stand for the Opening Prayer.

Opening Hymn

O Worship the King

O worship the King, all glorious above!
O gratefully sing his power and his love!
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
O tell of his might! O sing of his grace!
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.
The earth, with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old,
hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.
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Hymnal 388

The Word of God
The People standing, the Celebrant says:

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Celebrant and People say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise, all standing
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

Hymnal 556

Rejoice, ye pure in heart!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
Your glorious banner wave on high,
the cross of Christ your King.
Rejoice, rejoice,
rejoice, give thanks, and sing.
With all the angel choirs,
with all the saints of earth,
pour out the strains of joy and bliss,
true rapture, noblest mirth.
Refrain
Your clear hosannas raise,
and alleluias loud;
while answering echoes upward float,
like wreaths of incense cloud.
Refrain
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The Collect for The Second Sunday After Pentecost
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for
you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure
foundation of your lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People
Amen.
The Lessons
May we hear the Word of God through these words.
A Reading from the First Book of Kings 19:1—15a
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,
“So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like
the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got
up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah;
he left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked
that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am
no better than my ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and
fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and
eat.” He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and
a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the Lord
came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the
journey will be too much for you.” He got up, and ate and drank; then he
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the
mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they
are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the
mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”
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Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake;
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after
the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus.”
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 43

To be read responsively by the Lay Reader and the Congregation.

L

Give judgment for me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people; *
deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.

C

For you are the God of my strength;
why have you put me from you? *
and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me?

L

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, *
and bring me to your holy hill
and to your dwelling;

C

That I may go to the altar of God,
to the God of my joy and gladness; *
and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God.

L

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
and why are you so disquieted within me?
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C

Put your trust in God; *
for I will yet give thanks to him,
who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

Celebrant and People

Glory to the + Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

May we hear the Word of God through these words.
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 3:23 –29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn

Praise to the Living God

Hymnal 372

Praise to the living God! All praisèd be his Name
who was, and is, and is to be for ay the same.
The one eternal God ere aught that now appears:
the first, the last, beyond all thought his timeless years!
His Spirit floweth free, high surging where it will:
in prophet’s word he spoke of old; he speaketh still.
Established is his law, and changeless it shall stand,
deep writ upon the human heart, on sea, on land.
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Please stand.
When the Gospel is being announced, a cross is made,

+o(on the forehead) in my mind to understand it,
+O(on the lips) on my lips to proclaim it, and
+O(over the heart) in my heart to live it.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 8: 26—39
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had
demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not
live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before
him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me” — for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For
many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the
demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He
said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not
to order them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large
herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter
these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned. When the swineherds saw what had happened,
they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came
out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found
the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen
it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes
asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got
into the boat and returned.
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The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare
how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout
the city how much Jesus had done for him.
The Gospel of the Lord
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Hymn
Eternal life hath he implanted in the soul;
his love shall be our strength and stay while ages roll.
Praise to the living God! All praisèd be his Name
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same.

❖ Sermon

Wilmot T Merchant II ❖

Please use this time to silently reflect on what the Lord has spoken to you.

Please stand.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation
(We bow for the two lines in bold.)

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
+ We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please sit or kneel for The Prayers of the People.
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The Prayers of the People

The Prayer Leader and People pray responsively.

Leader
People
Leader

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
People That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our Presiding
Bishop, Ruth our Bishop, Wilmot our priest, and for all bishops and other
ministers;
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,
for Joseph our President, Henry our Governor, and Marilyn our Mayor;
People
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Al Hosier;
People
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of our loved ones and others, for
the men and women who are serving in the armed forces, and all others
who serve to preserve and protect lives, and those who have asked us to
remember them in our prayers, especially our families, friends, and loved
ones.
Lord in your mercy
People
Hear our prayer.
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Let us pray for the people in disaster and troubled areas and those
affected by acts of violence here at home, especially in Buffalo, New York
and Uvalde, Texas, and all around the world. Let us also pray for the many
volunteers who are working to assist our brothers and sisters in those
areas that have been devastated either by man-made or natural disaster.
Lord, in your mercy.
People
Hear our prayer.
Let us pray for God’s people throughout the world, especially the Anglican
Communion, The Episcopal Church, and The Episcopal Diocese of South
Carolina. Today we are praying for:
Lord, in your mercy.
People
Hear our prayer.
A Prayer for the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus
your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth, especially during
this time of conflict for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine and Russia;
that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony
around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People
Amen
*Additional Prayers
LET US GIVE THANKS FOR OUR VISITORS.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: Bud Nelson (6/19), Helen Rapp (6/20),
Lynn Long (6/21), Claude-Marie Brugier (6/22), Gary McCourt (6/25).
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: Bob & Jennifer Landers (6/22),
Peter & Mary Ann Berthrong (6/24).
LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY.
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INTERCESSORY AND THANKSGIVING PRAYER. As we continue
to hold one another up in prayer in this parish, this week we are praying
for: Patricia Westerman, John & Sharon White, Jane & Billy Willard,
Joey Williams, Ron Wilson & Kay Batten, Bruce & Donna Wilt, Keith
& Shirley Wright, Catherine Young, Sandy Adams, Jennifer Alfred.
Celebrant and People

Gracious and most loving God, we join them in committing to
you whatever concerns they may have, asking you to let your will
be done for them. We also join them in giving you thanks, for
your many blessings bestowed upon them and their loved ones.
We praise you and thank you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant and people

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy + on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
People
Amen.
Please stand.
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The Peace
Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my Peace I give to you . . . John 14:27
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
At the conclusion of the peace the Celebrant says:
Celebrant God is Good!
People
All the Time.

The Holy Communion
Offertory

How Beautiful
Pam Morrill & Ron Hall—duet

Doxology—to be sung

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
O Praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
O Praise Him! O Praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.
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B. Harlan

The Great Thanksgiving and Sanctus
Eucharistic Prayer A
People remain standing

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant:
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit
came down from heaven, lighting upon the disciples to teach them and to
lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession
of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal
priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

S129

Bow during the underlined text

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
+ Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Please sit, kneel or remain standing.
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself;
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you,
in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience
to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
People
Amen.

And now, let us sing in thanksgiving the prayer our Savior Christ taught
us,
Celebrant and People

Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen.
+ + + + + + + + + +
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The Breaking of the Bread

S154

Celebrant and People—to be sung

Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia.
Christ our Pass-o-ver is sac-ri-ficed for us;
There-fore let us keep the feast.
Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia.
The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

This is the Lord’s table, not of the church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love Him
and for those who want to love Him more.
So come, you who have much faith and you who have little;
You who have been here often and you who have not been here long;
You who have tried to follow and you who have failed;
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.
It is His will that those who want Him should meet Him here.

Please join in singing our Communion Hymns.
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Take My Hand, Precious Lord

LEVAS 106

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light,
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me on.
When my way grows drear,
precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone;
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand, lest I fall,
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me on.
When the darkness appears
and the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone;
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand,
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me on.
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Jesu, Jesu

LEVAS 74

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve the neighbors
we have from you.
Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
Master who acts as a slave to them.

Refrain
Neighbors are rich and poor,
neighbors are black and white,
neighbors are near and far away.
Refrain
These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love;
all these are neighbors to us and you.
Refrain
Loving puts us on our knees,
serving as though we are slaves,
this is the way we should live with you.
Refrain
Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with you.
Refrain
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After Communion, the Celebrant says:
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you
have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant gives the blessing
The God of peace, who has exalted our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Spirit
to lead you into all truth, and boldness to confess that Jesus is Lord; and
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his
sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and your loved ones far and near and remain with all of
you for ever.
People
Amen.
Please be seated.

+ Announcements +
Please stand.

Benediction—to be sung
God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you,
God be with you till we meet again.
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Hymnal 691

My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
be wholly thine.

May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire.
While life’s dark maze I tread,
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day;
wipe sorrow’s tears away,
nor let me ever stray
from thee aside.

Celebrant
People

We are called to be one with God and each other in Christ.
By living the Gospel with love and compassion.

Celebrant

Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go in peace to love and serve God and
one another.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

People
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Postlude

Festive Trumpet Tune

D. German

THE WORSHIP HAS ENDED. LET THE SERVICE BEGIN.
“… what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)

The Altar Flowers today are given by Babs Raley,

To the Glory of God, and in loving memory of
my parents, John and Connie, on what would have been
their 76th Wedding Anniversary.

Cover: The image is released under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercialShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) license by The British Museum.
Music is covered under One License #729456-A.
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